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Infusing Evidence into Interpreting Education 
 

An Idea Whose Time Has Come 

 
Dr. Elizabeth (Betsy) Winston, Director 

TIEM Center 
 
 

Introducing Myself  

  Betsy Winston 

  Director, TIEM Center (Teaching Interpreting Educators & 
Mentors) 

  Majored in French in college > 2.5 years in Peace Corps, Togo 
(francophone West Africa) 

  Started learning ASL at +/- 25 yrs. of age because I was 
fascinated by languages  

  Attended Portland Community College ITP (1979-81ish) 

  Became educational interpreter >> educator >> researcher 
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Why?  
Evidence-Based Practices 

What?  

Defining, Evaluating, Disseminating 

Who? 
 
Educators & Researchers = US 
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Infusing Evidence-Based 
Practices 
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(Brief) Definition:    Evidence-based practices  
 

Educational strategies and approaches 
  used to inform decision-making because: 

 

1) Based on (or informed by) research studies 
2) Research studies are evaluated based on 

  some set of criteria 

Infusing Evidence-Based 
Practices 
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Why? 
  Not Enough –Interpreters, Interpreter Educators  

What Purpose? Inform decision-making>> 
 Curriculum: 

  Entry & Exit screening 
  Program Philosophy 

  Profession 
  Certification 
  Professional Development 
  Consumer Education 
  Resource Use & research agenda for future 

Infusing Evidence-Based  
Practices 
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Why Now? 
 
  NOT new idea 
 
  NOT to eliminate gut feelings! 

•  Gut feelings are essential   
 
•  Gut feelings are a place to start (not stop!) 
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Infusing Evidence-Based  
Practices 
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Infusing Evidence-Based  
Practices 
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1979-80 1990 
 

2000 2005 2010 

Evolution in Interpreter  
Education 

Research 
Agenda 
Yoken 
1979 

Per-Lee 
1980 

CIT National 
Education 
Standards 1994 

DO IT  
Competencies 
 for Entry  
2005 

TIEM Faculty 
 Domains &  
Competencies 
2005 

ASL Teacher  
Certification 
(SIGN -> ASLTA)  
1976        1996 RID Rq’d  

4 Yr Degree 
2012 

CCIE Program 
Accreditation 

TIP/TAP 
Curriculum 
1990 

Master 
Mentor 
Curriculum 

Graduate Teaching Programs 
NU, GU,WOU,UNF 
Ph.D.: Gallaudet-2010 

Individual Researchers, Publishing in scattered 
Venues   

TIEM Center 2013 

ASILOMAR ‘84 
Interpreter Education 
 Task Analysis 

ASL ACTFL 
Standards 
2010 
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Infusing Evidence-Based  
Practices 
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Definition:    Evidence-based practices  
 

Education strategies and approaches 
  used to inform decision-making because: 

 

1) Based on (or informed by) research studies 
2) Research studies are evaluated based on 

  some set of criteria 

But what evidence? 

Variety of 
Methodologies  

  Qualitative & Quantitative 

  Case Studies 

  Observed patterns & 
behaviors 

  Acknowledge subjectivity 

 

Empirical 
Quantification Only 

  Measure & count data 

  “hard” science 

  Objective (??) 
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Which Evidence? 

Other potential labels  
•  Evidence-informed practices 
•  Evidence-supported practices 
•  Research-based practices 
•  Research-informed practices 
•  Research-supported practices 
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What Types of Evidence?  
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Theory Based --there is some established theory/belief 
 underlying the practice 
 Used by institution(s) 

 or individual(s) 
--well-regarded programs or 
leaders use it with apparent 
success  

--well-regarded leader espouses it 
 

--practice has been studied for 
 impact and effectiveness  

–-impact  on quality of interpreting  
over several years 
 

Expert Opinion 

Evaluated in Research 
 Studies 

Long-term Impact  

How Compelling  
is the Evidence?  
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Theory Based •  Is the study based on any theory? 
•  From a related field? 
•  From interpreter education? 
•  From sign language interpreter education?  

Used by institution(s) 
 or individual(s) 

•  Which institutions/individuals? 
•  How many institutions? 
•  How credible are they? 
•  How many graduates? 
•  How long between graduation and 

credentialing? 

How Compelling  
is the Evidence?  
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•  What type of expertise? 
•  How closely related to interpreter 

 education? 
•  How recent? 
•  How extensive? 
 •  Has the practice been evaluated or 

researched? 
•  What is the credibility of the  

methodology? 
•  Extent of audience? 
•  Number of replications? 

•  Has it affected quality of interpreting?  

Expert Opinion 

Evaluated in research 
 studies 

Long-term Impact  

Is the Practice Practical?  
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•  How much training does an educator 
 need to use the practice? 

•  Does it require equipment, resources,  
personnel (and how much?)  

•  Can it be used for a range of 
audiences, in a range of settings? 

•  If it is used, will it always be done 
appropriately? 

•  Will educators “use” it 
ineffectively? 

Ease of use 

Application in a range 
 of settings  

Associated methods  
of ensuring fidelity  

Is the Practice Practical?  
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•  Are there materials available 
  to use with the practice?  
(e.g., manuals, stimulus materials)  

•  How much will it cost? 
•  Are there adequate resources? 
•  Relevant value to cost/time?  

Associated materials 
 for implementation  

Feasibility  
(e.g., high cost; 
 limited resources)  
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Potential types 
of evidence 

 Weighting & Rating Demand/
Control 

Theory-based  •  Is the study based on any theory? 
•  From a related field? 
•  From interpreter education? 
•  From sign language interpreter education? 

Used by 
institution(s) or 
individual(s) 

•  Which institutions/individuals? 
•  How many institutions? 
•  How credible are they? 
•  How many graduates? 
•  How long between graduation and credentialing? 

Expert Opinion •  What type of expertise? 
•  How closely related to interpreter education 
•  How recent? 
•  How much expertise? 

Evaluated in 
research studies 

•  Has the practice been evaluated/researched? 
•  What is the credibility of the methodology? 
•  Extent of audience? 
•  Number of replications (by whom; to whom)? 

Long-term 
Impact   

•  How has it affected quality of interpreting? 

Other?   
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Types of 
Practicality 

How practical?  Demand/
Control 

Ease of use 
  

•  How much training does an educator need to use 
the practice 

•  Does it require equipment, resources, personnel 
(and how much?) 

Application in a 
range of settings 

•  Can it be used for a range of audiences, in a range 
of settings? 

Associated 
methods of 
ensuring fidelity 

•  If it is used, will it always be done appropriately? 
•  Will educators “use” it ineffectively? 

Associated 
materials for 
implementation 

•  Are there materials available to use with the 
practice? 

Feasibility •  How much will it cost? 
•  Are there adequate resources? 
•  Relevant value to cost/time? 

Other?   
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Potential types 
of evidence 

 Weighting & Rating Discourse 
Mapping 

Theory-based  •  Is the study based on any theory? 
•  From a related field? 
•  From interpreter education? 
•  From sign language interpreter education? 

Used by 
institution(s) or 
individual(s) 

•  Which institutions/individuals? 
•  How many institutions? 
•  How credible are they? 
•  How many graduates? 
•  How long between graduation and credentialing? 

Expert Opinion •  What type of expertise? 
•  How closely related to interpreter education 
•  How recent? 
•  How much expertise? 

Evaluated in 
research studies 

•  Has the practice been evaluated/researched? 
•  What is the credibility of the methodology? 
•  Extent of audience? 
•  Number of replications (by whom; to whom)? 

Long-term 
Impact   

•  How has it affected quality of interpreting? 

Other?   
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Types of 
Practicality 

How practical?  Discourse 
Mapping 

Ease of use 
  

•  How much training does an educator need to use 
the practice 

•  Does it require equipment, resources, personnel 
(and how much?) 

Application in a 
range of settings 

•  Can it be used for a range of audiences, in a range 
of settings? 

Associated 
methods of 
ensuring fidelity 

•  If it is used, will it always be done appropriately? 
•  Will educators “use” it ineffectively? 

Associated 
materials for 
implementation 

•  Are there materials available to use with the 
practice? 

Feasibility •  How much will it cost? 
•  Are there adequate resources? 
•  Relevant value to cost/time? 

Other?   

Analyze Your Practice 

Choose some practices 
that you use and analyze 
them for: 
 
•  foundations in 

evidence and research 
 
•  practicality 

Work individually or in 
groups 
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Potential types 
of evidence 

 Weighting & Rating Shadowing 
(Prosody) 

Theory-based  •  Is the study based on any theory? 
•  From a related field? 
•  From interpreter education? 
•  From sign language interpreter education? 

Used by 
institution(s) or 
individual(s) 

•  Which institutions/individuals? 
•  How many institutions? 
•  How credible are they? 
•  How many graduates? 
•  How long between graduation and credentialing? 

Expert Opinion •  What type of expertise? 
•  How closely related to interpreter education 
•  How recent? 
•  How much expertise? 

Evaluated in 
research studies 

•  Has the practice been evaluated/researched? 
•  What is the credibility of the methodology? 
•  Extent of audience? 
•  Number of replications (by whom; to whom)? 

Long-term 
Impact   

•  How has it affected quality of interpreting? 

Other?   TIEM Center 2013 

Types of 
Practicality 

How practical?  Shadowing 
(Prosody) 

Ease of use 
  

•  How much training does an educator need to use 
the practice 

•  Does it require equipment, resources, personnel 
(and how much?) 

Application in a 
range of settings 

•  Can it be used for a range of audiences, in a range 
of settings? 

Associated 
methods of 
ensuring fidelity 

•  If it is used, will it always be done appropriately? 
•  Will educators “use” it ineffectively? 

Associated 
materials for 
implementation 

•  Are there materials available to use with the 
practice? 

Feasibility •  How much will it cost? 
•  Are there adequate resources? 
•  Relevant value to cost/time? 

Other?   
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Potential types 
of evidence 

 Weighting & Rating Entry Lg 
Tests 

Theory-based  •  Is the study based on any theory? 
•  From a related field? 
•  From interpreter education? 
•  From sign language interpreter education? 

Used by 
institution(s) or 
individual(s) 

•  Which institutions/individuals? 
•  How many institutions? 
•  How credible are they? 
•  How many graduates? 
•  How long between graduation and credentialing? 

Expert Opinion •  What type of expertise? 
•  How closely related to interpreter education 
•  How recent? 
•  How much expertise? 

Evaluated in 
research studies 

•  Has the practice been evaluated/researched? 
•  What is the credibility of the methodology? 
•  Extent of audience? 
•  Number of replications (by whom; to whom)? 

Long-term 
Impact   

•  How has it affected quality of interpreting? 

Other?   TIEM Center 2013 

Types of 
Practicality 

How practical?  Entry Lg 
Tests 

Ease of use 
  

•  How much training does an educator need to use 
the practice 

•  Does it require equipment, resources, personnel 
(and how much?) 

Application in a 
range of settings 

•  Can it be used for a range of audiences, in a range 
of settings? 

Associated 
methods of 
ensuring fidelity 

•  If it is used, will it always be done appropriately? 
•  Will educators “use” it ineffectively? 

Associated 
materials for 
implementation 

•  Are there materials available to use with the 
practice? 

Feasibility •  How much will it cost? 
•  Are there adequate resources? 
•  Relevant value to cost/time? 

Other?   

What to Do? 
Educators Researchers 

  Translate Findings 

  Collaborate with 
Educators 

  Understand teaching & 
learning needs and design 
research to support them 
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•  Learn to read, and 
apply research findings 

 
•  Collaborate with and 

in research 
 
•  Conduct research 

 

 

Identify Some Questions 

What would you like to know more 
about? 
 
•  Program level: entry screening; 

exit testing; program-wide 
practices 

 
•  Course level: coordinated use of 

materials; active learning; 
authentic assessment 

•  Self level: do I encourage 
critical thinking; how do I 
achieve my teaching goals       
(do I have teaching goals?) 

 
Work individually or in groups 
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Questions? Ideas? 
 

Where do we go from 
here? 
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Thank You!  
 
Please feel free to contact me at BetsyWinston@TIEMCenter.org 
Copies of the PPT are available with this presentation 
 


