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Fluency Requirements for entry into SLI programs
Cynthia Roy, Ph.D.

• SLI programs accept students who do not know a signed 
language 
• Students learn language and interpreting simultaneously
• Graduates are not acceptable to work force and are not able to 

pass certifying exams
• It is time to separate language learning from learning to interpret
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Task Force

• Conference of Interpreter Trainers (CIT) created Task Force to 
identify and describe levels of fluency for entry and exit to SLI 
programs

• Experts and representatives of CIT, American Sign Language 
Teachers Association (ASLTA), American Council on Teaching 
Foreign Languages (ACTFL) are on Task Force

• Comparing proficiency levels from ACTFL, ILR, SLPI

• Focus on American Sign Language Proficiency Interview (ASLPI) 
levels and CEFR – PRO Signs levels and descriptions
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ASLPI - 4 CEFR – C1

Comprehension is very good with demonstration of confidence in the 
discussion of most complex topics.

Signers at this proficiency level are able to demonstrate spontaneous 
elaboration on all familiar and most unfamiliar topics, however, there 
is incorporation of language patterns other than those of the target 
language. 

They are able to present information with sufficient accuracy, clarity, 
and vocabulary selection to convey intended meaning without 
misrepresentation or confusion. 

They are able to use an array of rhetoric (narration, description, 
argument, and hypothesis) with complex topics in paragraph-length 
discourse related to employment, current events, and matters of 
public and community interest. Although they command a good 
number of grammatical features, they are deficient in some areas such 
as cohesion, non-manual signals (NMS), and depiction. 

Can understand a wide range of 
demanding, longer texts, and 
recognise implicit meaning. 

Can use language flexibly and 
effectively for social, academic and 
professional purposes. 

Can express him/herself fluently 
and spontaneously without much 
obvious searching for expressions. 

Can produce clear, well-structured, 
detailed text on complex subjects, 
showing controlled use of 
organisational patterns, connectors 
and cohesive devices. 
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ASLPI - 3 CEFR – B 1&2

Signers at this proficiency level are able to express language 
with sufficient structural accuracy and vocabulary to 
participate in most familiar and unfamiliar topics…

They can discuss particular interests with reasonable ease. 

They demonstrate confidence discussing topics at the 
paragraph discourse level, but exhibit errors and breakdown 
when in-depth elaboration and detail is requested. 
Occasional groping for vocabulary can be present.

There is good control of grammar but there are some 
noticeable imperfections and errors which may interfere 
with understanding. They tend to function reactively by 

responding to direct questions or requests for information. 
They are capable of asking a variety of questions when 
needed to gather information pertaining to certain 
situations…

Can understand the main ideas of complex text on 
both concrete and abstract topics…. 
Can interact with a degree of fluency and 
spontaneity…. 
Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide range of 
subjects and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue 
giving the advantages and disadvantages of various 
options.

Can understand the main points when clear, 
standard language [which for sign language users 
may be a locally used variation] is used … 
Can deal with most situations likely to arise where 
the sign language is used. 
Can produce simple connected text on topics, which 
are familiar, or of personal interest. 
Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes 
and ambitions and briefly give reasons and 
explanations for opinions and plans. 
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Intended Outcomes

• CIT establishes a “gold”standard for entry and exit levels that 
will push programs to aspire to change
• Requiring higher fluency for entry into SLI programs will give Deaf 

academics more opportunities to teach ASL and Deaf Studies in 
universities and colleges
• Graduates who are fluent users and are subsequently better 

interpreters benefits all stakeholders – Deaf and non-Deaf people, 
Deaf and non-Deaf professionals, and agencies.
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THANK YOU
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