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Abstract

Spatial referencing in ASL functions at both the lexical and th
discourse levels. In discourse, it can be used by a signer to produce
cohesion in comparisons, performatives, and time mapping. This article
examines the occurrence and function of spatial referencing in an ASL
text as it produces cohesion.

Coheslon In discourse

American Sign Language (ASL) is a visual-gestural language that is
produced in the space immediately surrounding the signer. The use
of this space, however, is more than a simple physical result of the
modality of ASL; it is an integral part of the grammar. Individual
signs, such as agreement verbs and classifier predicates, use space as
part of the meaning of the sign. In addition, entire utterances and
entire segments of discourse are signed within this space to make
reference to previously established entities, thus producing
cohesion. To date, most of the research which has been done is at
the phonological and morphological level (DeMatteo 1977, Klima
& Bellugi 1979, Liddell 1980, Liddell & Johnson, 1987, Liddell
1990). Investigations of the use of spatial referencing as a cohesive
device in ASL at the discourse level are rare.

Cohesion in discourse is not a strategy or a device used by 2
speaker; it is rather the overall effect which is created when the
individual utterances combine to create a “whole” text. This effect,
or texture (Halliday & Hasan, 1976) is created by a number of
features, including repetition of words and phrases, use of deictic
referencing, and use of conjunctions. The creation of a cohesive
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