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INTRODUCTION

Cohieston has often been described as one of the functions of repeti-
tion in language (Halliday & Hasan, 1976; Hymes, 1981 : Johnstone,
1987; Tannen, 1989). Repetition can occur at any and all levels of
language, be it the sound, the word. the phrase, the utterance, the
text, or any combination of these. Repetition ties what might other-
Wwise be considered separate utterances into a single text, providing
structure through the repetitions (Hymes, 1981). Repetition occurs
in American Sign Language (ASL) as well as in spoken languages,
also functioning to bind utterances together into structured texts.
One major difference between signed and spoken languages is of
tourse the mode of tommunication; this difference provides the
Opportunity to investigate strategies of repetition which are specific
to one mode only. One such device, which is specific to signed
languages, is the use of the space surrounding the signer for seman-
tic and grammatical message production. Repeated use of specific
areas of this space can produce a coherent text: these repetitions
¢an be clear and frequent, or they can be subtle and occasional.
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