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Abstract

Signers, and speakers, use involvement strategies for capturing
the attention of their audiences. These strategies serve to involve
the audience in the active interpretation of the message. Three such
involvement strategies in ASL are comparisons, performatives, and
time mapping, all of which depend on the creative use of space for
their effectiveness,

1.0. Introduction

Involvement strategies are used by speakers of a language to
arouse the interest and, as the term implies, the involvement of the
listener. Two of these strategies are the use of imagery and detail
and the use of constructed dialogue. Speakers include these strate-
giea at points in a text, either spoken or written, in order to make
those points more vivid and personal, and thus more invalving to
the listener, American Sign Language (ASL) signers use similar
strategies, but the forms that these strategies take differ in one
important respect fromn the spoken language forms: ASL makes
use of the space surrounding the signer as part of these strategies.
The use of this space is the underlying principle in space and three
involvement strategies in ASL — comparisons, performatives, and
time mapping. These three involvement strategies and their use of
space are the focus of this presentation.

1.1 Involvement strategies in spoken languages

Tannen describes involvement strategies as those linguistic
devices which speakers use in discourse to “..reflect and simul-
taneously create interpersonal involvement.” (1989:1) This involve-
ment is achieved by encouraging the listener to become an active,
rather than a passive, participant in the comprehension of the mes-
sage; the listener is encouraged to participate in the creation of the
meaning of the discourse. This is accomplished through the use of
two categories of strategies, those which involve the listener through
the sound patterns of the language, such patterns as rhythm and
repetition, and those which involve the listener in making sense
out of the spoken words, such as through the use of constructed
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