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Instructions 

Navigation: Click on the arrow keys, mouse, or Return button. 

View Videos: Videos should play automatically. If not, click 
directly on the video picture. 

Readings & Information 

Winston, Dissertation: Ch. 3 

Winston: Interpreting Curriculum 

Supplemental:  

Winston & Monikowski: Discourse Mapping 1 

Winston & Monikowski: Discourse Mapping 2 
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Section 1: Introduction 

Section 2: Discourse Analysis & 
Meaning 

Section 3: Meaning in 
Interpreting 

Section 4: Meaning in 
Interpreting Education 

Section 5: Trends 
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Introduction 
§  Betsy Winston 
§  Presentation Overview 

Contents 
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Introducing Myself J 

  Betsy Winston 

  Director, TIEM Center (Teaching Interpreting Educators & Mentors) 

  Majored in French in college > 2.5 years in Peace Corps, Togo 
(francophone West Africa) 

  Started learning ASL at +/- 25 yrs. of age because I was fascinated by 
languages  

  Attended Portland Community College ITP 

  Became educational interpreter >> educator >> researcher 

  My focus:  Discourse Analysis 

  Link to bio: Betsy Winston 
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Topics 
  Meaning in Discourse 
  Static vs. dynamic  
  Process and product 
  Form/Function/Impact 

  Interpreter Education Curriculum into the 21st 
Century 
  Innovation in Education 
  Our Field 
  Our Work 
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Discourse Analysis 
§  Tenets 
§  Meaning in Communication 

Contents 
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Discourse Analysis 

  Natural data are important 

  Discourse IS interactive 

  Meaning emerges 

  All parts of a language are important to building 
meaning 
  Locutionary/Illocutionary/Perlocutionary (Austin, 1968) 
  Transactional/Interactional (social relationships & personal 

factors) (Brown & Yule, 1983) 
  Form/function/intent > impact of form/function/intent 
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Natural data are important 

  As interpreters, we encounter                     
discourse  temporally—from                              
start to finish. 

 

 

Discourse IS interactive    

 

 

 

Interactions have monologues Monologues have audiences 
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Meaning emerges—mental images/              
understandings built through a                            
dynamic process  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT 

static & unchangeable 
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All parts of a language are                   
important to building meaning 

Discourse Analysis: Various Approaches 
  Locutionary/Illocutionary/Perlocutionary (Austin, 1968) 

  Locutionary: words/signs/symbols  (It’s cold in here) 
  Illocutionary: intent  (Can we turn up the heat?) 
  Perlocutionary: impact (someone turns up the heat) 
 

  Transactional/Interactional (Brown & Yule, 1983) 
  Transactional: content exchanged 
  Interactional: social relationships & personal factors 
 

  Form/function/intent > impact of form/function/intent 
(Schiffrin, 1987; Tannen, 1979—see Winston 1993, Ch. 3 for a 
short summary) 
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S.P.E.A.K.I.N.G (Hymes, 1974)  

  S. designates Situation 

  P. refers to the Participants involved 

  E. the Ends or goals of communication 

  A. Acts, or speech acts include both form and content 

  K. focus upon the Key or tone of speech 

  I. Instrumentality or the channel through which 
communication flows 

  N. The Norms of communication or the rules guiding 
talk and its interpretation 

  G. cultural or traditional speech Genres 
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Meaning as dynamic &  
emerging 
cognitive linguistics, discourse analysis 
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Meaning as dynamic &    
emerging 
cognitive linguistics, discourse analysis 
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Meaning as dynamic &  
emerging 
cognitive linguistics, discourse analysis 
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Meaning as dynamic &      
emerging 
cognitive linguistics, discourse analysis 
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Meaning in Interpreting 

Contents 
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Meaning Interpreted 
 

Meaning as static: conduit model of meaning          
(as described and argued against by Wilcox & 
Shaffer, 2005) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interpreting 
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Meaning as dynamic  
Dynamic Equivalence (Eugene Nida, 1964) 
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Meaning as dynamic  
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Meaning in Interpreting 
Education 

Contents 
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Innovation in Education:                 
Rule of Thumb 

 

    Interpreter Education 
       Community-Based >>Academy-Based 

 

    Interpreter Educators 
       Community-Based >>Academy-Based 

 

From Innovation to complete change = +/- 20 years 
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Current Approaches to  
Teaching Interpreting 

MANY IDEAS!   Little Coherence…………………….. 
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Some have more     
coherence……… 

Adopt a sensical path to skill development……………  
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Curricular Goals 

  Critical Thinking (e.g. Demand-Control Schema) 

  Discourse is dynamic 

  Discourse is infused throughout (as compared to being 
segmented (e.g. separate courses for fingerspelling; use 
of space; classifiers) 

  Valuable interactions with Deaf Community 
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Curricular Structure 

  Focus on Interpreting Process: 
  Pre-Interpreting>Translation>Consecutive 

Interpreting>”Simultaneous” Interpreting 
  Source language > Target Language (Sign>Voice & 

Voice>Sign—evidence of change: used to be Expressive/
Receptive; Interpreting/Reverse Interpreting 

  Focus on Setting: 
  Educational; Medical; Legal 
  Monologue/Interactive 
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Curricular Goals &          
Structure are: 
  Comprehensive: Essential processes (Critical thinking, 

decision making, self-assessment) applied to foundational 
subjects (roles, discourse-centered, processing and 
performance skills, settings, etc.) 

  Cohesive: introduced and reinforced across the curriculum 

  Evidence-based practices: Translation; Consecutive 
Interpreting; Demand-Control Schema; Discourse Mapping 

  Practical & Feasible 

  Replicable                                        

  Sustainable 
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Standards &        
Guidelines:  
 

-CIT Interpreter Education Standards-1994 
>>CCIE Accreditation 
-Curriculum: Effective Practices 
 
 
 

Program Exit:  
level of skill needed 
to graduate 
 
 
 
 

Entry to practice 
 

Qualified Faculty: Domains & Competencies  
        for Interpreting Educators 

 
Qualified Students: Program Entry: Languages, knowledge 
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BUT……. 

Disconnected, randomly focused, inconsistently taught…… 

Courses 
within the 
curriculum: 
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Trends  
•  Teaching Meaning-Centered Approaches 
•  Interpreting Education 

Contents 
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Trends in Teaching  
MEANING-centered INTERPRETING?  
 
Pre-Service:     IEPs 
 
Post-Service:  

   Workshops 
   Mentoring 
   Agency-based 
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Trends in Interpreting 
Education? 

 Higher levels of formal education 

 More research 

 More silo-ing 

 Less animosity 

 Less sharing 

 Less coherence 
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To Ponder: 

Given that meaning is dynamic, and 
that interpreted meaning is 
dynamic, 

    

what is the impact on the assessment 
of interpreted meaning?  
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Questions & Comments? 

Many thanks for the opportunity to join your class! 

Feel free to contact me at BetsyWinston@TIEMCenter.org 

Or visit the website at www.TIEMCenter.org  

  

References can be found at my website.     
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