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Abstract

Distance education has become a reality in our field, with many programs,
courses, and professional development opportunities proliferating every
vear. This panel of distance faculty provides examples for participants to
understand the many ways that active learning, critical thinking, decision
making, and self-assessment are effectively incorporated into online
learning environments. Participants will also be invited to analyze their

own classroom activities to fit online possibilities.

Introduction

Distance education has become a reality in higher education in every field. In our field of
interpreter education, programs, courses, and professional development opportunities are
proliferating every year. Many wonder at the possibilities of sparking active learning and critical
thinking in any classroom, let alone accomplishing it effectively at a distance. Questions are
raised about the ability to encourage critical thinking and active learning for online students.

Nowadays these questions need to shift from concerns about whether this can be accomplished to
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