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INTRODUCTION

Most previous interpreter education, whether at the general Jevel or aimed at
specific audiences, has required that interpreters and prospective interpreters come to
it—be it for a weekend workshop or a two-year full-time program. The Educational
Interpreting Certificate Project (EICP) is a unique educational experience that changes
the rules. This innovative project has taken the education of interpreters into the field,
providing intensive academic and skill development opportunities to working
educational interpreters. It is no longer necessary for these interpreters to quit their jobs
and leave their homes in order to find the knowledge and training they need to provide
improved services to their clients. Instead, the education comes to them.

The EICP is designed for working adults as a professional development program
through departments of education. It has adopted current approaches in adult
education, cutting edge technology, and the expertise of an international faculty to
make interpreter education accessible to a wider audience. The curriculum takes a
three-pronged approach:

» Academic content is taught through a combination of written, audio,
visual, and web-based materials and makes use of telephone,
videoconferencing, and internet technologies throughout the academic year;
» Intensive skill development is provided during a three-week face-to-face
meeting each summer;
» Mentoring is provided during the academic year by video, writing,
voicemail, and web interactions.
As a basis of the curriculum for educational interpreters, the EICP has adapted

the recently published national curriculum, the Professional Development Endorsement
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